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Hoff, David

From: john.coleman [jcoleman@glifwc.org]
Sent: Wednesday, August 14, 2013 4:44 PM
To: Ruppel, James; Ackerman, Charmagne; Ambutas, Kestutis; Anson, Robie; Blankenship, 

Melissa; Cheaney, Stephanie; Colletti, John; Damico, Genevieve; Darrow, Jennifer; DeLeon, 
Jose; Desai, Sheila; DiCosmo, Nefertiti; Elston, Sue; Fairbanks,Ed; Giwojna, Benjamin; 
Glowacki, Joanna; Grimes, James; Haveman, Melanie; Kenney, Thomas; Laplante, Elizabeth; 
Manoyan, Simon; Manville, Jennifer; Mayo, Kathleen; McKim, Krista; Micham, Ross; Miller, 
Anna; Moody, Jonathan; Mulford, Eloise; Muniz, Nuria; Olson, Erik; Pellegrini, Janet; Pfeifer, 
David; Poole, Elizabeth; Ramaly, Todd; Roy, Stephen; Ruppel, James; Sedlacek, Michael; 
Setnicar, Mary; Thompson, Robert; Vargas, Noel; Victorine, Gary; Wagener, Christine; 
Wagner, William; Wester, Barbara; Westlake, Kenneth; Faith A Fitzpatrick (USGS-WI) 
608-821-3818; Frederick.VandeVenter@bia.gov; Jim Stark (USGS-MN) 763-783-3230; 
mark.kuester@bia.gov; Mary.Manydeeds@BIA.gov; Michael Fienen; Perry Jones (USGS-MN) 
763-783-3253; Scott.Doig; Thomas L Weaver (USGS-MI) 517-887-8923 517-290-6754; 
1854treatyauthority@gmail.com; abosak@bmic.net; Ann McCammon_Soltis; air@lldrm.org; 
ccharwood@redlakenation.org; ccoger@ltbbodawa-nsn.gov; Chuck Brumleve (KBIC); Dawn 
White; dee.allen@ldftribe.com; Doug Cox; Erin Johnston (KBIC); environmental@badriver-
nsn.gov; Esteban Chiriboga; George Beck (LvD); jbohm@paulbunyan.net; 
jmears@oneidanation.org; Jennifer Burnett; jhillkelley@mitw.org; jgodwin@redlakenation.org; 
Jessica Koski; john coleman; joywiecks@fdlrez.com; khanson@ldftribe.com; 
mripley@sault.com; Margaret Watkins; nancyschuldt@fdlrez.com; 
natalene.cummings@fcpotawatomi-nsn.gov; Nate.Guldan@fcpotawatomi-nsn.gov; Sam 
Malloy; sbowe; swieting; gpenviro@boreal.org; vflowers@oneidanation.org; Ackerman, Mark; 
Ann McCammon_Soltis; Neil Kmiecik

Subject: Tribal - EPA staff Mining Conference Call Aug. 15th  IS ON at a new number

The monthly call to discuss mining technical issues will be at 10:30 AM to 12 Noon Central Time (11:30 - 

13:00 eastern) 

The new call-in number is: 

1-626-677-3000 

543030  

 

It is hoped that both EPA and tribal staff can attend to contribute to the exchange of technical information. 

 

the agenda is as follows: 

 

1) INTRODUCTIONS:  

2)  GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS (Trainings, Conferences and Webinars) 

 3) AGENDA REVIEW AND ADDITIONS 

4) REQUESTED EPA UPDATES AND STANDING ITEMS 
 

a.  Requested EPA issue/topic updates. 

i. Update on stormwater needs at the Gtac site for Exploration, Bulk Sampling, and Mining 
    (background: the tribes, the EPA and the Army Corps have been meeting with the WDNR and 

Gtac to discuss the needs for stormwater control at the Penokee site.) 

    1. Updates from the EPA and tribal staff on those discussions. 
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                 ii.   Petition (request?) for a basin wide EIS. 

(Bkgnd: The tribes believe the Gogebic mine (as well as other activities) need to be considered in 

light of the cumulative environmental impacts on the watershed/basin, e.g. the Bristol Bay EIS) 

1.  Has EPA received any such requests/petitions in regards to the Gogebic Site? 

2.  If the tribes wish to request such an assessment, to whom, and how, would they go about doing 

so? 

               iii.   Regulations regarding the closure of taconite mines (e.g. Empire Mine)  

1.  NPDES Requirements  

(Permit required as long as a discharge exists.) 

2.  Reclamation  

 (EPA will look into getting a RCRA rep to address this issue further on an upcoming call) 

3.  Abandoned Sites 

(who is responsible/liable when the company is no more) 

(what about “Good Samaritans”?) 

              iv.   MI wetlands bill:  

1.  Status of EPA Review of proposed law 

(EPA not formally reviewing legislation, law would have to comply with CWA and any other 

applicable federal statues, USGS may have a more active role due to wetlands permitting 

authority) 

(Consider dropping this item after August discussion) 

                v.   The Administrative Procedures Act 

1.  What is it/what does it do? 

2.  How does it play a role in federal government oversight of state legislation, regulations and 

programs (relative to federal laws and regs  - CWA, CAA, etc…) 

3.  Relationship (if any?) to WI Mining Bill and/or MI Wetlands Bill (and/or subsequent regs). 

                 vi.   Federal Implementation Plan (FIP) for Taconite Facilities 

1.  Stayed in Court as of June Call, Updates? 

 b.  Standing Agenda Items Updates 

                 i.   Minntac Update  
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               ii.   GTAC Update:   

 5) ROUND ROBIN BY STATE  

As requested, we will rotate the order of which state goes first as follows.  

Month Order 

Feb, May, Aug, Nov WI, MN, MI 

Jan, Apr, Jul, Oct MI, WI, MN 

Mar, Jun, Sep, Dec MN, MI, WI 

6) BUSINESS (time permitting) 

a.  Review how the calls have been going, discuss any requested changes  

 


